
SBE Meeting  9/2008 Attachment  GCS2 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Title: State Graduation Requirements Revision of HSP-N-004  
 
Type of Executive Summary: 

  Action   Action on First Reading   Discussion   Information 

Policy Implications: 
  Constitution       
  General Statute #      
  SBE Policy #HSP-N-004 
  SBE Policy Amendment 
  SBE Policy (New) 
  APA #      
  APA Amendment 
  APA (New) 
  Other       

 
Presenter(s): Ms. Angela H. Quick (Deputy Chief Academic Officer/Assistant State Superintendent, 

Curriculum, Instruction, Technology and Accountability Services), Dr. Rebecca Garland (Chief 
Academic Officer, Innovation and School Transformation), and Dr. Sarah McManus (Section 
Chief, Testing Policy and Operations) 

                              
 
Description:  
HSP-N-004 was reviewed and revisions have been suggested to clarify the policy.   
 
Resources:   
N/A
 
Input Process: 
DPI Staff and Board Attorney  
 
Stakeholders: 
Public schools, teachers, administrators, coordinators, parents and students  
 
Timeline For Action: 
This item is being presented for Action at the September 2008 SBE meeting. 
 
Recommendations: 
It is recommended that the State Board approve policy HSP-N-004. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Audiovisual equipment requested for the presentation:  

 Data Projector/Video (Videotape/DVD and/or Computer Data, Internet, Presentations-PowerPoint preferred) 
Specify:       

 Audio Requirements (computer or other, except for PA system which is provided) 
Specify:       

 Document Camera (for transparencies or paper documents – white paper preferred) 
      

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Motion By: ______________________________ Seconded By: ______________________________ 
Vote: Yes __________ No __________ Abstain __________ 
Approved  __________ Disapproved __________ Postponed __________ Revised __________ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
*Person responsible for SBE agenda materials and SBE policy updates: Amy Betsill Bain, 919-807-3817 
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Other Historical Information:  Previous board dates: 12/01/1999, 05/04/2000, 06/01/2000, 
07/12/2001, 10/04/2001, 03/07/2002, 05/02/2002, 07/11/2002, 06/03/2004, 01/06/2005, 
10/06/2005,  

Statutory Reference:  GS 115C-12(9b); GS 115C-81(b)(4); NC Constitution, Article IX, 
Section 5  

Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Reference Number and Category:  16 NCAC 6D 
.0503  

.0503 STATE GRADUATION COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The year a student enters grade nine for the first time determines the graduation course 
requirements the student must meet. 
 

I. FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 9 FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 2009–10 AND 
BEYOND. In order to graduate and receive a high school diploma, students entering grade 
nine for the first time in 2009–10 and beyond shall pass as defined in State Board of Education 
Policy HSP-L-004 (High School Transcript) the Future-Ready Core course of study, meet 
proficiency standards defined in State Board of Education Policy HSP-N-000. Note: The 
Occupational Course of Study is available for those students with disabilities who are 
specifically identified for this program.  

 
 
FUTURE-READY CORE COURSE OF STUDY. (21 credits) Students entering ninth grade for 
the first time in 2009–10 and beyond and are following the Future-Ready Core must pass the 
following courses: 
 

1. 4 sequential English credits which shall be: 
a. Starting with English I 
b. English II 
c. English III 
d. English IV 

2. 4 Mathematics credits which shall be either: 
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a. Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and a fourth mathematics course to be 
aligned with the student’s post high school plans or  

b. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III and a fourth mathematics course to be 
aligned with the student’s post high school plans 
Note: Students seeking to complete minimum application requirements for 
UNC universities must successfully complete four mathematics courses 
which include a mathematics course with either Algebra II or Integrated 
Mathematics III as a pre-requisite.  
Note: In the rare instance a principal exempts a student from the Future-
Ready Core mathematics sequence, except as limited by N.C.G.S. §115C-
81(b), the student will be required to pass: 

i. Algebra I and Geometry plus either Alternative Mathematics I 
and Alternative Mathematics II or two application-based 
mathematics courses as determined by the LEA 

    or 
ii. Algebra I and Algebra II plus either Alternative Mathematics I 

and Alternative Mathematics II or two application-based 
mathematics courses as determined by the LEA 

   or 
iii. Integrated Mathematics I and Integrated Mathematics II plus 

either Alternative Mathematics I and Alternative Mathematics II 
or two other application-based mathematics courses as determined 
by the LEA. 

3. 3 Science credits which shall be: 
a. a physical science course 
b. Biology 
c. an earth/environmental science course 

4. 3 Social Studies credits which shall be: 
a. Civics and Economics 
b. US History 
c. World History 

                             Note: Effective with students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 
2003-04, World History must be taken to meet the requirements of World 
Studies.   

5. 1 Health and Physical Education credit 
6. 2 Elective credits of any combination from either: 

a. Career and Technical Education (CTE) or 
b. Arts Education or 
c. Second Language (Credits in the same second language or demonstration 

of proficiency in a language other than English as determined by the LEA. 
Minimum application requirements for UNC universities require students 
to pass two years of a second language) 

Note: For clarification, possible elective combinations may include 2 Second 
Language credits; or 1 CTE credit and 1 Arts Education credit; or 2 CTE credits; 
or 1 Arts Education credit and 1 Second Language credit; or other (combinations 
from a., b. and c.). 
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7. 4 Elective credits (four-course concentration recommended) from one of the 

following: 
a. Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
b. ROTC  
c. Arts Education (e.g., dance, music, theater arts, visual arts) 
d. Any other subject area or cross-disciplinary courses (e.g., mathematics, 

science, social studies, English and courses e.g., dual enrollment, Huskins 
or Learn and Earn.) 

 
II. FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 9 FOR THE FIRST TIME PRIOR TO 2009–10. In 

order to graduate and receive a high school diploma, students entering grade nine for the first 
time prior to the 2009–10 school year shall select and pass as defined in State Board of 
Education Policy HSP-L-004 (High School Transcript) one of the four courses of study (i.e., 
College/University Preparation, College Technical Preparation, Career Preparation, or 
Occupational), and meet proficiency standards defined in State Board of Education policy 
HSP-N-000, and meet local school board requirements.  

 
A.   COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY PREPARATION COURSE OF STUDY. (For students entering 

ninth grade for the first time prior to 2009-10.) Students following the College/University 
Preparation course of study must pass the following 20 credits plus any local requirements: 

1.  English credits which shall be:  
a. English I 
b. English II 
c. English III 
d. English IV 

2.  Mathematics credits depend on the year the student entered grade 9: 
a. Students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2002–03 and beyond 

must pass 4 Mathematics credits which shall be either: 
i. Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and a higher level mathematics course 

for   which Algebra II is a prerequisite or 
ii. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III and one course beyond Integrated 

Mathematics III 
b. Students entering the ninth grade for the first time prior to 2002–03 must 

pass 3 Mathematics credits which shall be either: 
            i.  Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II or a higher level mathematics course  
                                     for which Algebra II is a prerequisite or 
           ii.  Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III             

3. 3 Science credits which shall be:  
a. a physical science course 
b. Biology 
c. an earth/environmental science course 

4. 3 Social Studies credits which shall be:  
a. Civics and Economics 
b. US History 
c. World History  
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Note: Effective with students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 
2003–04, World History must be taken to meet the requirements of World 
Studies.   

5. 1 Health and Physical Education credit 
6. 2 credits in the same second language or demonstration of proficiency in a 

language other than English as determined by the LEA 
7. Elective credits depend on the year the student entered grade nine: 

a. Students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2002–03 and beyond 
must pass 3 elective credits  

b. Students entering the ninth grade for the first time prior to 2002–03 must  
pass 4 elective credits   

 
B.  COLLEGE TECHNICAL PREPARATION COURSE OF STUDY. (For students entering 

ninth grade for the first time prior to 2009-10.) Students following the College Technical 
Preparation course of study must pass the following 20 credits plus any local 
requirements: 

1. 4  English credits which shall be: 
a. English I 
b. English II 
c. English III 
d. English IV 

2. 3 Mathematics credits which shall be one of the following:  
a. Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II or  
b. Algebra I, Technical Mathematics I and II or  
c. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III 

Note: A student who is pursuing this course of study may also meet the 
requirements of a College/University course of study by passing one additional 
mathematics course for which Algebra II or Integrated Mathematics III is a 
prerequisite, and effective with the class entering the ninth grade for the first time 
in the 2002-03 school year, two credits in the same second language.   

3. 3 Science credits which shall be:  
a. a physical science course 
b. Biology 
c. an earth/environmental science course 

4. 3 Social Studies credits which shall be:  
a. Civics and Economics 
b. US History 
c. World History 

Note: Effective with students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2003-
04, World History must be taken to meet the requirements of World Studies.   

5. Second Language is not required.  
Note: A student who is pursuing this course of study may also meet the 
requirements of a college/university course of study by passing one additional 
mathematics course for which Algebra II is a prerequisite, and effective with the 
class entering the ninth grade for the first time in the 2002-03 school year, two 
credits in the same second language.   
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6. 1 Health and Physical Education credit; 
7. 4 Career/Technical Education credits which shall be in a career concentration or  
              pathway that leads to a specific career field and which shall include a second-  
              level (advanced) course; 
8. 2 elective credits 

Note: A student who is pursuing this course of study may also meet the requirements 
of a college/university course of study by passing one additional mathematics course 
for which Algebra II is a prerequisite, and effective with the class entering the ninth 
grade for the first time in the 2002-03 school year, two credits in the same second 
language.   

 
C.  CAREER PREPARATION COURSE OF STUDY. (For students entering 9th 
grade for the first time prior to 2009-10.) Students following the Career Preparation course 
of study must pass the following 20 credits plus any local requirements: 
1. 4 English credits which shall be:  

a. English I 
b. English II 
c. English III 
d. English IV 

2. 3 Mathematics credits, one of which shall be Algebra I (except as limited by G.S. § 
115C-81(b)); Note: This requirement may be met with Integrated Mathematics I and II 
when accompanied with the Algebra I end-of-course (EOC).  

3. 3 science credits which shall be: 
a. a physical science course  
b. Biology 
c. an earth/environmental science course 

4. 3 Social Studies credits which shall be:  
a. Civics and Economics 
b. US History 
c. World History 

Note: Effective with students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2003-
04, World History must be taken to meet the requirements of World Studies.   

5. 1 Health and Physical Education credit 
6. 2 elective credits 
7. 4 credits in Career/Technical Education, which shall be in a career concentration or 

pathway that leads to a specific career field and which shall include a second-level 
(advanced) course; or 4 credits in one of the four disciplines in arts education (e.g., 
theatre, music, visual arts, or dance) or  4 credits in ROTC;  

 
III. Eligible students entering ninth grade for the first time in 2000–2001 and beyond may follow 

the Occupational Course of Study. Students following the Occupational course of study must 
pass the following units 22 credits plus any local requirements: 

 1.   4 English credits which shall be:  
a. Occupational English I 
b. Occupational English II 
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c. Occupational English III 
d. Occupational English IV 

2.  3 Mathematics credits which shall be:   
a. Occupational Mathematics I 
b. Occupational Mathematics II 
c. Occupational Mathematics III 

3.  2 Science credits which shall be:  
a.     Life Skills Science I 
b. Life Skills Science II 

4.  2 Social Studies credits which shall be: 
a. Social Studies I: Government/U.S. History 
b. Social Studies II: Self-Advocacy/Problem Solving 

5.   1 Health and Physical Education credit 
6.   6 Occupational Preparation Education credits, which shall be Occupational Preparation 

I, II, III, and IV (i.e, completion of 300 hours of school-based training, 240 hours of 
community-based training, and 360 hours of paid employment) 

7. 4 Vocational Education Elective credits 
8. Computer proficiency as specified in the student’s IEP  
9. A career portfolio 

10. Completion of the student’s IEP objectives 
 

 
 
 
 
 

History Note: Authority G.S. 115C-12(9b); 115C-81(b)(4); N.C. Constitution, Article IX, Sec. 5; 
Eff. December 1, 1999;Amended Eff. January 2, 2006; April 1, 2005; September 
1, 2002; December 1, 2001; December 1, 2000. 
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.0503 STATE GRADUATION COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The year a student enters grade nine for the first time determines the graduation course 
requirements the student must meet. 
 

I. FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 9 FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 2009–10 AND 
BEYOND. In order to graduate and receive a high school diploma, students entering grade 
nine for the first time in 2009–10 and beyond shall pass as defined in State Board of Education 
Policy HSP-L-004 (High School Transcript) the Future-Ready Core course of study, meet 
proficiency standards defined in State Board of Education Policy HSP-N-000. Note: The 
Occupational Course of Study is available for those students with disabilities who are 
specifically identified for this program.  

 
 
FUTURE-READY CORE COURSE OF STUDY. (21 credits) Students entering ninth grade for 
the first time in 2009–10 and beyond and are following the Future-Ready Core must pass the 
following courses: 
 

1. 4 sequential English credits which shall be: 
a. Starting with English I 
b. English II 
c. English III 
d. English IV 

2. 4 Mathematics credits which shall be either: 



 

 2

a. Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and a fourth mathematics course to be 
aligned with the student’s post high school plans or  

b. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III and a fourth mathematics course to be 
aligned with the student’s post high school plans 
Note: Students seeking to complete minimum application requirements for 
UNC universities must successfully complete four mathematics courses 
which include a mathematics course with either Algebra II or Integrated 
Mathematics III as a pre-requisite.  
Note: In the rare instance a principal exempts a student from the Future-
Ready Core mathematics sequence, except as limited by N.C.G.S. §115C-
81(b), the student will be required to pass: 

i. Algebra I and Geometry plus either Alternative Mathematics I 
and Alternative Mathematics II or two application-based 
mathematics courses as determined by the LEA 

    or 
ii. Algebra I and Algebra II plus either Alternative Mathematics I 

and Alternative Mathematics II or two application-based 
mathematics courses as determined by the LEA 

   or 
iii. Integrated Mathematics I and Integrated Mathematics II plus 

either Alternative Mathematics I and Alternative Mathematics II 
or two other application-based mathematics courses as determined 
by the LEA. 

3. 3 Science credits which shall be: 
a. a physical science course 
b. Biology 
c. an earth/environmental science course 

4. 3 Social Studies credits which shall be: 
a. Civics and Economics 
b. US History 
c. World History 

                             Note: Effective with students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 
2003-04, World History must be taken to meet the requirements of World 
Studies.   

5. 1 Health and Physical Education credit 
6. 2 Elective credits of any combination from either: 

a. Career and Technical Education (CTE) or 
b. Arts Education or 
c. Second Language (Credits in the same second language or demonstration 

of proficiency in a language other than English as determined by the LEA. 
Minimum application requirements for UNC universities require students 
to pass two years of a second language) 

Note: For clarification, possible elective combinations may include 2 Second 
Language credits; or 1 CTE credit and 1 Arts Education credit; or 2 CTE credits; 
or 1 Arts Education credit and 1 Second Language credit; or other (combinations 
from a., b. and c.). 
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7. 4 Elective credits (four-course concentration recommended) from one of the 

following: 
a. Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
b. ROTC  
c. Arts Education (e.g., dance, music, theater arts, visual arts) 
d. Any other subject area or cross-disciplinary courses (e.g., mathematics, 

science, social studies, English and courses e.g., dual enrollment, Huskins 
or Learn and Earn.) 

 
II. FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 9 FOR THE FIRST TIME PRIOR TO 2009–10. In 

order to graduate and receive a high school diploma, students entering grade nine for the first 
time prior to the 2009–10 school year shall select and pass as defined in State Board of 
Education Policy HSP-L-004 (High School Transcript) one of the four courses of study (i.e., 
College/University Preparation, College Technical Preparation, Career Preparation, or 
Occupational), and meet proficiency standards defined in State Board of Education policy 
HSP-N-000, and meet local school board requirements.  

 
A.   COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY PREPARATION COURSE OF STUDY. (For students entering 

ninth grade for the first time prior to 2009-10.) Students following the College/University 
Preparation course of study must pass the following 20 credits plus any local requirements: 

1.  English credits which shall be:  
a. English I 
b. English II 
c. English III 
d. English IV 

2.  Mathematics credits depend on the year the student entered grade 9: 
a. Students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2002–03 and beyond 

must pass 4 Mathematics credits which shall be either: 
i. Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and a higher level mathematics course 

for   which Algebra II is a prerequisite or 
ii. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III and one course beyond Integrated 

Mathematics III 
b. Students entering the ninth grade for the first time prior to 2002–03 must 

pass 3 Mathematics credits which shall be either: 
            i.  Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II or a higher level mathematics course  
                                     for which Algebra II is a prerequisite or 
           ii.  Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III             

3. 3 Science credits which shall be:  
a. a physical science course 
b. Biology 
c. an earth/environmental science course 

4. 3 Social Studies credits which shall be:  
a. Civics and Economics 
b. US History 
c. World History  
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Note: Effective with students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 
2003–04, World History must be taken to meet the requirements of World 
Studies.   

5. 1 Health and Physical Education credit 
6. 2 credits in the same second language or demonstration of proficiency in a 

language other than English as determined by the LEA 
7. Elective credits depend on the year the student entered grade nine: 

a. Students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2002–03 and beyond 
must pass 3 elective credits  

b. Students entering the ninth grade for the first time prior to 2002–03 must  
pass 4 elective credits   

 
B.  COLLEGE TECHNICAL PREPARATION COURSE OF STUDY. (For students entering 

ninth grade for the first time prior to 2009-10.) Students following the College Technical 
Preparation course of study must pass the following 20 credits plus any local 
requirements: 

1. 4  English credits which shall be: 
a. English I 
b. English II 
c. English III 
d. English IV 

2. 3 Mathematics credits which shall be one of the following:  
a. Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II or  
b. Algebra I, Technical Mathematics I and II or  
c. Integrated Mathematics I, II, and III 

Note: A student who is pursuing this course of study may also meet the 
requirements of a College/University course of study by passing one additional 
mathematics course for which Algebra II or Integrated Mathematics III is a 
prerequisite, and effective with the class entering the ninth grade for the first time 
in the 2002-03 school year, two credits in the same second language.   

3. 3 Science credits which shall be:  
a. a physical science course 
b. Biology 
c. an earth/environmental science course 

4. 3 Social Studies credits which shall be:  
a. Civics and Economics 
b. US History 
c. World History 

Note: Effective with students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2003-
04, World History must be taken to meet the requirements of World Studies.   

5. Second Language is not required.  
Note: A student who is pursuing this course of study may also meet the 
requirements of a college/university course of study by passing one additional 
mathematics course for which Algebra II is a prerequisite, and effective with the 
class entering the ninth grade for the first time in the 2002-03 school year, two 
credits in the same second language.   
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6. 1 Health and Physical Education credit; 
7. 4 Career/Technical Education credits which shall be in a career concentration or  
              pathway that leads to a specific career field and which shall include a second-  
              level (advanced) course; 
8. 2 elective credits 

Note: A student who is pursuing this course of study may also meet the requirements 
of a college/university course of study by passing one additional mathematics course 
for which Algebra II is a prerequisite, and effective with the class entering the ninth 
grade for the first time in the 2002-03 school year, two credits in the same second 
language.   

 
C.  CAREER PREPARATION COURSE OF STUDY. (For students entering 9th 
grade for the first time prior to 2009-10.) Students following the Career Preparation course 
of study must pass the following 20 credits plus any local requirements: 
1. 4 English credits which shall be:  

a. English I 
b. English II 
c. English III 
d. English IV 

2. 3 Mathematics credits, one of which shall be Algebra I (except as limited by G.S. § 
115C-81(b)); Note: This requirement may be met with Integrated Mathematics I and II 
when accompanied with the Algebra I end-of-course (EOC).  

3. 3 science credits which shall be: 
a. a physical science course  
b. Biology 
c. an earth/environmental science course 

4. 3 Social Studies credits which shall be:  
a. Civics and Economics 
b. US History 
c. World History 

Note: Effective with students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2003-
04, World History must be taken to meet the requirements of World Studies.   

5. 1 Health and Physical Education credit 
6. 2 elective credits 
7. 4 credits in Career/Technical Education, which shall be in a career concentration or 

pathway that leads to a specific career field and which shall include a second-level 
(advanced) course; or 4 credits in one of the four disciplines in arts education (e.g., 
theatre, music, visual arts, or dance) or  4 credits in ROTC;  

 
III. Eligible students entering ninth grade for the first time in 2000–2001 and beyond may follow 

the Occupational Course of Study. Students following the Occupational course of study must 
pass the following units 22 credits plus any local requirements: 

 1.   4 English credits which shall be:  
a. Occupational English I 
b. Occupational English II 
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c. Occupational English III 
d. Occupational English IV 

2.  3 Mathematics credits which shall be:   
a. Occupational Mathematics I 
b. Occupational Mathematics II 
c. Occupational Mathematics III 

3.  2 Science credits which shall be:  
a.     Life Skills Science I 
b. Life Skills Science II 

4.  2 Social Studies credits which shall be: 
a. Social Studies I: Government/U.S. History 
b. Social Studies II: Self-Advocacy/Problem Solving 

5.   1 Health and Physical Education credit 
6.   6 Occupational Preparation Education credits, which shall be Occupational Preparation 

I, II, III, and IV (i.e, completion of 300 hours of school-based training, 240 hours of 
community-based training, and 360 hours of paid employment) 

7. 4 Vocational Education Elective credits 
8. Computer proficiency as specified in the student’s IEP  
9. A career portfolio 

10. Completion of the student’s IEP objectives 
 

 
 
 
 
 

History Note: Authority G.S. 115C-12(9b); 115C-81(b)(4); N.C. Constitution, Article IX, Sec. 5; 
Eff. December 1, 1999;Amended Eff. January 2, 2006; April 1, 2005; September 
1, 2002; December 1, 2001; December 1, 2000. 

 


