
No Child Left Inside
Developing Outdoor Learning at PFE 



Why outdoor and experiential education?

● Enhances student achievement, particularly in STEM 
subjects (Klemmer, et al. 2005)  

● Fosters critical thinking and group problem solving 
(Ernst & More 2004) 

● Nurtures social and emotional skills
● Generates stewardship of the natural world 
● Reflects the values and resources in Transylvania 

County
● Responds to students’ need for experience that 

prepares them for higher education and the modern 
workplace (Pellegrino & Hilton, Eds. 2012) 



Outdoor Classroom:
Purpose:  Have an outdoor learning space to 
be used for standard classroom instruction 
outside or to have specialized instruction 
related to science/outdoor topics.  

Proposed Location:  End of the K-1 hallway
Timeframe:  Completed by March 2017.  
Resources:  Go Green Builders has 
volunteered all design and labor for the 
project.  ROPE is seeking donations for 
building materials.  

Click here to see a similar project by 
Going Green Builders: Sutton Knob 
Pavilion Project Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZf23r5dH2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZf23r5dH2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZf23r5dH2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZf23r5dH2U




Native Garden:
Purpose:  The garden will help facilitate lessons 
on life cycles, animal migration, and adaptations 
and will be a nationally registered Monarch Way 
Station. 

Proposed Location:  Near outdoor classroom.  
Timeframe:  Begins March 2017 
Lori Stroup of the Pisgah Ranger District will 
donate seeds for the garden, Gaia Herbs will 
donate compost, and the local Master Gardeners 
club has volunteered to help with plant labels.  



Community Involvement:  
● 80+ PFE parents/families expressed interest in volunteering to help with this 

initiative.  
● Platt Architecture provided site consultation. 
● Going Green Builders has donated architectural plans and labor to complete 

the project.   
● The Ranger Organization of Parents and Teachers (ROPE) is coordinating 

some aspects of the project and fundraising efforts.  
● A wide-range of community organizations have offered teaching resources, 

lessons, and teacher training.  



Our Proposal:

● Seeking BOE approval for building the 
outdoor classroom 

● PFES Admin/ROPE will work to secure 
materials at a discounted rate

● PFES Admin/ROPE will continue to seek 
donations/funds


