
Minutes 
Transylvania County Board of Education 

August 18, 2014 
 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Approval of Agenda 
2. Public Comment 
3. FY14 Budget Amendments 
4. Resolution of Thanks and Appreciation 
5. Good News Report 
6. Former Students in the Military 
7. Consent Agenda:  

A. Minutes 
B. Personnel Report 

8. Resolution in Support of Retesting 
9. Non-Faculty Coaches 
10. Beginning Teacher Support Plan 
11. Policy: 

A. KB-R, “Public Information Program” 
B. KC, “Title I Parent Involvement” 

12. Superintendent’s Update 
13. Important Dates 
14. Public Comment 
15. Other Items 

 
The Transylvania County Board of Education met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on August 18, 
2014 at the Morris Education Center.  Sue Fox led in a moment of silence and Ron Kiviniemi led 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman McCoy welcomed everyone and called the meeting to 
order.  In addition to approximately eight guests, the following board members, staff, and media 
representatives were in attendance:   
 

BOARD MEMBERS:  Tawny McCoy, Chair; Cindy Petit, Vice Chair; Sue Fox; Ron Kiviniemi; 
and Mike Rogers   

STAFF:  Dr. Jeff McDaris, Superintendent; Jeremy Gibbs, Director of Human Resources; 
Norris Barger, Director of Business Services; Brian Weaver, Director of 9-12 
Curriculum & Instruction; Audrey Reneau, Director of K-8 Curriculum & Instruction; 
Tammy Bellefeuil, Director of Federal Programs; Chris Whitlock, Director of 
Technology Services; Kevin Smith, School-Community Relations Coordinator; and 
Mark Ellenberger, School Resource Officer 

MEDIA:  Park Baker, Transylvania Times 
 
Dr. McDaris thanked Officer Ellenberger for attending the meeting and reported that Ms. 
Hunter was absent due to illness.   
 
1. Approval of Agenda 

ON A MOTION BY MRS. FOX, SECONDED BY MRS. PETIT, the meeting agenda for 
August 18, 2014 was approved as presented.  
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2. Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 

 
3. FY14 Budget Amendments 

Norris Barger presented five close-out budget amendments for the 2013-2014 fiscal year 
(see attached).  ON A MOTION BY MRS. FOX, SECONDED BY MRS. PETIT, Budget 
Amendment No. 2 for the State Public School Fund was unanimously approved.  ON A 
MOTION BY MR. KIVINIEMI, SECONDED BY MRS. FOX, Budget Amendment No. 1 for the 
Local Current Expense Fund was unanimously approved.  ON A MOTION BY MRS. FOX, 
SECONDED BY MRS. PETIT, Budget Amendment No. 2 for the Federal Grants Fund was 
unanimously approved.  ON A MOTION BY MR. KIVINIEMI, SECONDED BY MR. ROGERS, 
Budget Amendment No. 2 for the Capital Outlay Fund was unanimously approved.  ON 
A MOTION BY MRS. PETIT, SECONDED BY MRS. FOX, Budget Amendment No. 1for the 
Restricted Grants Fund was unanimously approved.   

 
4. Resolution of Thanks and Appreciation 

ON A MOTION BY MRS. FOX, SECONDED BY MRS. PETIT, the Board approved a 
resolution of thanks and appreciation (see attached) for Transylvania County Manager 
Artie Wilson, who is retiring soon.  Mr. Wilson commended Transylvania County Schools 
as one of the best school systems in the state and thanked Dr. McDaris and the Board for 
their hard work and collaboration with the county.   Dr. McDaris presented a framed 
copy of the resolution to Mr. Wilson.   

 
5. Good News Report 

Dr. McDaris reported the following items: 
 
FUTURE-READY LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

Melonie Harris, Assistant Principal at Brevard Elementary School, has been accepted 
into the 2014-2015 Future-Ready Leadership (FRL) program.  Future-Ready 
Leadership is sponsored by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction and 
developed and provided by the NC Principals and Assistant Principals’ Association 
(NCPAPA).   Ms. Harris will be part of the Charlotte Cohort.  Travel and session 
expenses for this opportunity will be covered by NCDPI.  Sessions will begin in 
September and run through April.   

 
JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT FOUNDATION 

Brevard High School TIME students were featured on the cover of the July/August 
2014 issue of the Journal of the American Chestnut Foundation:   
http://www.acf.org/pdfs/board/Journals/Volume%20XXVIII%20No.4%20July-
Aug_2014.pdf.  In June, BHS students Sarah Branagan and Ingrid Findley spent the 
morning bagging female chestnut flowers in preparation for pollination at the 
Carolina Chapter’s Pryor Orchard near Hendersonville.  The photo was taken by BHS 
teacher Jennifer Williams.   

 
NEW TEACHERS FOR 2014-2015 

Transylvania County Schools has hired approximately 40 new licensed teaching 
professionals for the 2014-2015 school year.  Several of the new teachers are 
graduates of RHS and BHS.   

 
 
 

http://www.acf.org/pdfs/board/Journals/Volume%20XXVIII%20No.4%20July-Aug_2014.pdf
http://www.acf.org/pdfs/board/Journals/Volume%20XXVIII%20No.4%20July-Aug_2014.pdf
http://www.acf.org/pdfs/board/Journals/Volume%20XXVIII%20No.4%20July-Aug_2014.pdf
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6. Former Students in the Military 
The Board reviewed the list of former students from Brevard High School, Rosman High 
School, and Davidson River School who are currently serving or have previously served 
in the U.S. Military.  There were no new names on the list.   

 
7. Consent Agenda 

ON A MOTION BY MRS. PETIT, SECONDED BY MR. KIVINIEMI, the minutes of the July 21, 
August 5, and August 12, 2014 meetings and the personnel report for August 18, 2014 
(see attached) were unanimously approved.   
 

8. Resolution in Support of Retesting 
ON A MOTION BY MR. ROGERS, SECONDED BY MR. KIVINIEMI, the Board approved a 
resolution urging the NC Department of Public Instruction to allow retesting (see 
attached). 

 
9. Non-Faculty Coaches 

ON A MOTION BY MRS. FOX, SECONDED BY MR. ROGERS, the following non-faculty 
coaches were unanimously approved for fall 2014 sports: 
 

ROSMAN HIGH SCHOOL  BREVARD HIGH SCHOOL 

Tyrea Allen Football Adam Conley* Football 

Chris Owen Football Shane Worley Football 

Dillon Whitmire Football Devon Holmes* Football 

Jeff Rice Football Dustin Ellison* Football 

Brian Chapman Statistician Chris Bennett Soccer 

Amanda McCall Volleyball Gordon Murray Soccer 

Sarah Chappell Volleyball Mary Ramey Volleyball 

  Jackie Witherspoon Cross-Country 

  Jeff Shular* Tennis 

    

ROSMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL BREVARD MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Rachel Driver Volleyball Wayne Brown Football 

  Kyle Justice Football 

  BJ Owens Football 

  Mickey Grant* Soccer 

  Aaron Phillips* Soccer 

  Ren Uriarte Volleyball 

*first-time coach, TCS 

 
10. Beginning Teacher Support Plan 

Mr. Jeremy Gibbs reported that the State Board of Education policy requires each LEA to 
develop a Beginning Teacher Support Plan for approval by the local Board of Education.  
The Board approved a Beginning Teacher Support Plan in October 2011.  Mr. Gibbs 
presented a revised Beginning Teacher Support Plan for approval.  ON A MOTION BY 
MRS. FOX, SECONDED BY MR. KIVINIEMI, the Beginning Teacher Support Plan for 
Transylvania County Schools was unanimously approved as presented.       

 
11. Policy 

Jeremy Gibbs presented two policies for first-read information.  Policy KB-R, “Public 
Information,” was recommended for rescission.  Policy KC, “Title I Parent Involvement” is 
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new.  Mr. Gibbs discussed the policies and answered questions from the Board.  Action 
on the policies will be requested at the next regular meeting.   

   
12. Superintendent’s Update 

Dr. McDaris reported the following items: 
 

 The new school year is off to a great start. 

 TCS appreciates its partnership with the Gorges State Park Visitor Center.  The 
Visitor Center has hosted several recent school system events, including last 
week’s New Teacher Orientation.   

 
13. Important Dates 

 Aug. 19 Drop-in breakfast for TCS staff, 7:00–8:30 a.m., BHS and RHS 
 Aug. 21 SPECIAL MEETING, 1:00 p.m., MEC  
 Aug. 25 First pupil day 
 Sept. 1 Labor Day holiday 
 Sept. 15 REGULAR MEETING, 6:30 p.m., Rogow Room 
 Sept. 17 Students dismissed at 12:00 noon 
 Sept. 25 NCSBA District 8 Meeting, 4:00–8:00 p.m., Cherokee Central School 
 Oct. 15-17 NCSBA Annual Fall Law Conference, Renaissance Asheville Hotel 
 Oct. 20 REGULAR MEETING, 6:30 p.m., MEC 

 
14. Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 
 
15. Other Items 

No other items were discussed. 
 
There was no further business, and ON A MOTION BY MR. KIVINIEMI, SECONDED BY MRS. FOX, 
the meeting was adjourned at 7:21 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Chairman      Secretary 
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PERSONNEL REPORT 
August 18, 2014 

 
I. ACCEPT THE REPORT OF RESIGNATIONS/TERMINATIONS ACCEPTED/INITIATED BY THE 

SUPERINTENDENT FROM/FOR THE FOLLOWING PERSONS: 
 

 Licensed Personnel 
 Doyle Chambers, Teacher, RES, effective August 11, 2014 
        
 Classified Personnel 

None 
 
II. APPROVE THE EMPLOYMENT RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE 

FOLLOWING PERSONS: 
 
 Licensed Personnel 

Danielle Luther, Occupational Therapist, BES, effective August 18, 2014 

William Daniel Holbert, Teacher, BHS, effective August 18, 2014 
Amanda Mosser, Teacher, RES, effective August 18, 2014 
Kelci Thompson, Teacher, BES, effective August 18, 2014 

 
 Classified Personnel 

Debby English, Custodian/Bus Driver, RES, effective August 21, 2014 
 

III. ACCEPT THE REPORT OF TRANSFER OF ASSIGNMENT MADE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT FOR 
THE FOLLOWING PERSONS: 

 

 Licensed Personnel 
Brian Todd Anderson, from Student Advocate, RHS, to Athletic Director/Teacher, 

RHS/RMS, effective August 19, 2014 
Rhonda Whitmire, from Teacher, RMS, to Lead Teacher/Instructional Coach, RMS & 

TCH, effective TBD 
Jessica McCall, from Teacher Assistant, BES, to Teacher, BES, effective August 18,  
 2014 
 
Classified Personnel 
Tracy Owen, from Teacher Assistant, BES, to Teacher Assistant, RES, effective August 18, 2014 
 

IV. APPROVE THE LEAVES OF ABSENCE RECOMMENDED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PERSONS: 

 
 Licensed Personnel 

None 
 
Classified Personnel 

 None 
 
V. APPROVE THE SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION FOR THE FOLLOWING SUBSTITUTE 

EMPLOYEES: 

 
 Substitute Teachers 
 None  
  
 Substitute Child Nutrition Workers  
 None  
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