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StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit (PreK-12)

Summary of the major revision to the Toolkit from the prior version:

● Individual contact tracing and exclusion from school after an identified 
exposure (regardless if the exposure occurs at school, home, or community 
setting) is no longer recommended statewide in PreK-12 schools, effective 
February 21, 2022.  This is not dependent on mask wearing or 
vaccination status.

● Messaging regarding potential close contacts in school-related settings will 
continue to be provided.  The change will be that we will notify parents with 
an update on a weekly basis.  A weekly phone message will be provided in 
addition to the continued utilization of our COVID Dashboard.





StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit (PreK-12)

Staff and students who have symptoms should get tested and isolate 
from others while waiting for a result. 
● If testing is not possible, follow the guidance below as if the person is 

positive. 
● If testing is possible, and staff/students receive a negative test for 

COVID-19 he/she may return to school when they feel better and are 
fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication.

● If an alternate diagnosis that would explain the symptoms of COVID-19 
is received from a health care provider he/she may return to school 
when they feel better and are fever free for 24 hours without the use of 
fever reducing medication.



StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit (PreK-12)

Isolation: Staff and students who test positive and
● Do not have symptoms – should isolate from others 

for 5 days, then wear a mask for 5 additional days. 
● Have symptoms – should isolate from others until 

fever-free for 24 hours (without fever-reducing 
medication) and symptoms are improving. Individuals 
should isolate for at least 5 days since symptoms began 
and then wear a mask for 5 additional days.



Additional Information

● Vaccination Rates for Children in Transylvania County (2/7/2022)
For ages 5-11:

447 children (22%) have received at least one dose
365 children (18%) have completed a primary series

 
For ages 12-17:

699 children (37%) have received at least one dose
649 children (34%) have completed a primary series

● Vaccination Rate for TCS staff remains unchanged at 
approximately 81%

● Since December 1, 2021
473 students have tested positive for COVID in our school system
101 staff have tested positive for COVID in our school system




